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The Way 
References to the move of God before it became a religion called Christianity 

 

John 14:6  

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

 

Acts 9: 1-2 (NKJV) 

Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest  

2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, 

whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 11:26 (NKJV) 

 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with 

the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 

 

Acts 19:8-10 (NKJV) 

8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading concerning 

the things of the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the 

Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of 

Tyrannus. 10 And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 

both Jews and Greeks. 

 

Acts 19:22-24 (NKJV) 

22 So he sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself stayed 

in Asia for a time. 

23 And about that time there arose a great commotion about the Way. 24 For a certain man named 

Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. 

 

Acts 22:3-5 (NKJV) 

3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught 

according to the strictness of our fathers’ law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today. 4 I persecuted 

this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women, 5 as also the high priest 

bears me witness, and all the council of the elders, from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and 

went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished. 

 

Acts 24:14 (NKJV) 

But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, 

believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets. 

 

Acts 24:21-23 (NKJV) 

21 unless it is for this one statement which I cried out, standing among them, ‘Concerning the resurrection of 

the dead I am being judged by you this day.’” 

22 But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge of the Way, he adjourned the 

proceedings and said, “When Lysias the commander comes down, I will make a decision on your case.” 23 So 

he commanded the centurion to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and told him not to forbid any of his 

friends to provide for or visit him. 
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What did THE WAY look like? 

 

It was multi-national from its beginning: Acts 2: 1-11, 40-41 

 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there 

came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 

3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this 

sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his 

own language. 7 Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who 

speak Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 9 Parthians 

and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 

11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” 

 

40 And with many other words he (Peter) testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse 

generation.” 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand 

souls were added to them. 

 

They were focused on God and the needs of others: Acts 2: 42- 47 

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 

prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.  

44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and 

goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.  

46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their 

food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

 

Acts 4: 32-35 

32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any 

of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.  

33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was 

upon them all.  

34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, 

and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold,  

35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. 

 

The leaders moved in the supernatural, the power of God: Acts 5: 12-15, 17-25 

12 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they 

were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people 

esteemed them highly. 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 

women, 15 so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least 

the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 16 Also a multitude gathered from the 

surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and 

they were all healed. 

17 Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and 

they were filled with indignation, 18 and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. 
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19 But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in 

the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.” 

21 And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught. But the high priest 

and those with him came and called the council together, with all the elders of the children of Israel, and sent 

to the prison to have them brought. 

22 But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, 23 saying, 

“Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing outside before the doors; but when we 

opened them, we found no one inside!” 24 Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and the chief 

priests heard these things, they wondered what the outcome would be. 25 So one came and told them, 

saying, “Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!” 

 

God set Himself above man – Fear (reverence) of God was established: Acts 5: 1-11 

But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 2 And he kept back part of the 

proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But 

Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of 

the land for yourself? 4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own 

control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 

5 Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who 

heard these things. 6 And the young men arose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him. 

7 Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter 

answered her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?” She said, “Yes, for so much.” 

9 Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet 

of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Then immediately she 

fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the young men came in and found her dead, and carrying her 

out, buried her by her husband. 11 So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these 

things.  

 

They had to resolve ethnic (racial) conflict: Acts 6  

Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the 

Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.  

2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave 

the word of God and serve tables.  

3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and 

wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to 

the ministry of the word.” 

5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, 

and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set 

before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 

7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 

many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

 



 4 

Persecution increased: Acts 6: 8-15, 54-60 

8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then there arose 

some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and 

Asia), disputing with Stephen. 10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he 

spoke. 11 Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 

Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, 

seized him, and brought him to the council. 13 They also set up false witnesses who said, “This man does not 

cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard him say that this 

Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” 15 And all who 

sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel. 

 

54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But 

he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God!” 

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord; 58 and they cast 

him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he 

had said this, he fell asleep. 

 

They did not stop in spite of the persecution: Acts 8: 1-8 

Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at 

Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 

3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, 

committing them to prison. 

4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 5 Then Philip went down to the 

city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken 

by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came 

out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 And there was 

great joy in that city. 

  

Persecution led to the first preaching to the Gentiles (people outside of Judaism): Acts 11: 19-26 

19 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, 

Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. 20 But some of them were men from 

Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. 

22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as 

far as Antioch. 23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that 

with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 

and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 

25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to 

Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And 

the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 
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*The people were called the Church or Disciples (followers); the movement was The Way. 

 

Later the people were called Christians and the move was called Christianity. 

 

The buildings and meeting places were later called Churches. 

 

In 381 AD Christianity was made the state religion of the Roman Empire. By then it was already 

a powerful movement that had infiltrated deep into Africa, long before any other nations 

(Europeans, Spaniards, Arabs) came in to conquer the Christian-influenced African countries 

with weapons, slavery, Islam and the like.  

 

These conquerings took place in the 7
th

 century and beyond.  

(600 -1000 AD) 
 

 

 


